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Mythological history 
 

Neolithic cultures of Greater Iran, such as  
Chogha Golan, Zayandeh, Ganj Dareh 

Neolithic cultures of China, such as Hongshan 
culture 

Pishdadian dynasty Xia dynasty 

Kayanian dynasty Shang dynasty   

Imperial period 
 

Median Empire Zhou dynasty 

Achaemenid Empire  (Zoroastrianism) Qin dynasty and Han dynasty (Confucianism) 

Cyrus II of Persia Qin Shi Huang 

Darius I Emperor Wu of Han 

Seleucid Empire, Greco-Bactrian Kingdom, 
Parthian Empire 

Three Kingdoms 

Parthian Empire and Kushan Empire, Iranian 
cultural revival in religion, the arts 

Northern and Southern dynasties, Buddhism 
spread. Parthian Buddhist monk An Shigao 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/An_Shigao 

Sasanian Empire (Manichaeism) Sui dynasty and Tang dynasty. Manichaeism spread 
to China in 6th century 

Umayyad Caliphate and Abbasid Caliphate 
(Islamic) 

An Lushan Rebellion. Tang dynasty hired 4,000 
mercenaries from Abbasid territories and the 
Uyghur Khaganate intervened for the Tang dynasty 
against An Lushan. 
In late Tang period, the empire was worn out 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/An_Lushan_Rebellion 

Tahirid dynasty, Saffarid dynasty, Samanid 
Empire,  Ghaznavids, Ghurid dynasty (5 in 
sequence) 

Five Dynasties and Ten Kingdoms (5 in northern 
China in sequence, 10 in south China concurrent) 

Seljuk Empire (Turko-Persian) and 
Khwarazmian dynasty ( Persianate Sunni 
Muslim) 

Song, Liao, Jin, and Western Xia dynasties  

Ilkhanate (Mongol Empire) Yuan dynasty (Mongol Empire) 

Timurid Empire ( Persianate Turco-Mongol 
empire), Qara Qoyunlu Turcomans, Aq 
Qoyunlu Turcomans 

 

  

Early modern period 
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Safavid dynasty, a turning points in Muslim 
history 

Ming dynasty, expel Mongolian and recover 

territory of Tang dynasty. It was said that Ming(明) 

in Chinese means Zoroastrianism 

Afsharid dynasty, Zand dynasty and Qajar 
dynasty (Turkic origin from the Qajar tribe) 

Qing dynasty (by Manchus which is the largest 
branch of the Tungusic people) 

  

Modern period 
 

Pahlavi dynasty (1925–1979) Republic of China (1912 - 1949) 

Islamic Republic of Iran (1979 -) found by  
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 

People's Republic of China (1949 -) found by 
Chairman Mao Zedong 

 


